
Cochise BOS has long favored ranchers over wildlife - An Open Letter to the Cochise
County Board of Supervisors (22 July 2025)

As the Board knows, I attended the recent work session at which changes to an earlier draft
of this resolution were proposed by yourselves and by the county attorney. I have also
reviewed this unfortunately final text of the resolution that more or less incorporates those
proposals as put online prior to today's meeting.

As was to be expected, this resolution does not present a reasonable position furthering
coexistence of the Mexican Grey Wolf, a species that has found its natural habitat here for
centuries, with domestic cattle, an ecologically-destructive invasive species introduced for
profit. Rather, based on what is for the most part a rehash of mis- and dis-information
cobbled together from anti-wolf industry propaganda, the resolution calls for an entirely
unacceptable extirpation of the wolf from its native territory here and supports delisting of
the wolf from the Endangered Species Act (in effect, calling for the wolf''s extinction
throughout the US).

It is of course well-known that the County Supervisors have long favored the cattle industry
and have long collaborated with industry organizations and their representatives in other
counties to protect the industry financially. Those protections are part of an outrageous
system of federal, state and local government subsidies amounting to billions of dollars
annually without which the industry in this county, as throughout the western United States,
would not be viable. Again, as is well known, these subsidies are the basis for the popular
labeling of the industry as "welfare ranching" and "cowboy socialism."

The compensations for so-called wolf depredations which are, in part, the subject of this
resolution, are part of that subsidy system. While it is obvious to anyone who spends the
time to look into the matter that the compensation system is a regulatory boondoggle
unfair to both ranchers and wolves, the reforms called for by this resolution do not get at
the heart of the matter, which may require higher compensation rates and transfers of
authority, but most certainly demands a rooting out of blind-eye nepotism and favoritism,
double-dipping and other conflicts of interest.
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