Letters needed to counter another guest op-ed in the Herald promoting extirpation of wolves
from Cochise County (29 June 2025)

It's hard to decide which part of the government bureaucracy is most disliked. It depends among
other things, of course, on what part of the world you live in. But in the US, especially the
western US, certainly one of the most detested agencies is APHIS, the Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service division of the US Department of Agriculture which, in cooperation with
various other state and federal agencies, every year for decades has spent millions of tax dollars
to kill millions of animals every year, both birds and mammals (as well as insects and other
so-called "lower" creatures), primarily for the benefit of the livestock industry.

It's not at all surprising that someone whose lifelong career was spent in service to this slaughter
should in retirement be defending it and calling for more wolf reduction as Mr Schmidt does in
this weekend's SV Herald op-ed. But Schmidt's position should not go unchallenged.

A bloody industry protected by more blood-letting. Sounds all too familiar, doesn't it? Like wars,
supported by arms dealers, seen as America's stock in trade the world over. Like fake
emergencies as excuses to conduct ethnic cleansings of our schools and cities in support of
bigoted white nativist ideology. And like US support for murderous environmentally-ruinous
late-stage capitalism, an outrageously expensive taxpayer-funded protection of a dying industry
backed up by, among other lies, nostalgia for a fantasy-ridden hardscrabble rugged individualist
American exceptionalism.

What Mr Schmidt's and similar rants do not say is that cattle, not wolves, are the invasive species
here in the arid west, that the beef industry here is in fact welfare ranching at its most blatant, a
small fraction of national beef production, made possible only through billions of dollars in
government (taxpayer) subsidies.

For comparison to Schmidt's op-ed in the Herald, see this letter in a recent issue of the Flagstaff
Daily Sun. It's not just a matter of southern and northern ecosystems, but of cowboy subcultures,
with the radical extreme most obvious in Cochise and Catron counties.

https://azdailysun.com/news/local/letter-to-the-editor-bridging-the-divide-a-northern-arizona-per
spective-on-wolf-recovery/article a7bde809-cf44-4928-ad87-b0515358f667.html/

Hopefully, a good number of Cochise County residents will send letters to the editor of the
Herald in support of the Endangered Species Act and continuance of its successful Mexican Gray
Wolf reintroduction plan.



