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Pro-wolf activists take issue with claims of op-ed writer

Wildlife Woes by Shar Porier shar.porier@myheraldreview.com

Jul 1, 2025

Mexican gray wolves no longer roam Cochise County after alleged predation of cattle raised concerns. 

Arizona Game and Fish

BISBEE — A retired, federal wildlife service hunter stirred up a hornet’s nest last weekend by

calling out the animal rights groups’ efforts to repopulate the protected Mexican gray wolf in

southeastern Cochise County.
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James A. Schmidt II, Dragoon resident, is a

retired Animal and Plant Health Inspection

Service (APHIS) trained as a wolf

depredation hunter. He authored an

opinion in the Herald/Review on the efforts

of the relocation of the wolves in the

county and called out those nonprofit

agencies who supported the project.

At issue is the continued ranchers-versus-

predators debate which has been ongoing

since the first pair of wolves were

introduced to their former hunting grounds

to Cochise County in 2022. Complaints of

cattle kills by wolves brought investigators

down to determine whether the dead cattle

were actually killed by wolves.

Though a dozen carcasses were assessed

for cause of death, only three could be

definitely attributed to wolves based on

bite marks and tracks, according to

Arizona Game and Fish. The rest died of

undetermined causes due to the lack of evidence.

Schmidt implied a naive mindset of animal activists was leading the public away from the

danger wolves actually present to the stock that graze on public lands for a minimal fee. As

the wolves cannot distinguish public from private lands, they present financial problems for

the ranchers when the attacks cannot be 100% attributable to the species Canidae lupus.

If kills are proven to be done by wolves, ranchers can apply for of the loss of the cow. It allows

payment of around $2,000 to $2,500 per cow, which is about 75% of the financial loss they

face.
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”Roughly 21 to 23 full grown, 1,200 to 1,400 pound cows were killed by wolves in Cochise

County recently and only two have been approved for reimbursement so far," Schmidt

claimed. "But, that’s not from the federal government. The small reimbursements are provided

by private groups and to get that, they want all your private information disclosed to them.”

That’s a sticking point with ranchers who want to protect their privacy.

Robin Silver, co–founder of the Center for Biological Diversity (CBD), wondered if Schmidt was

aware of the damage to public lands made by cattle allowed to graze on federal lands. There

are mountain lions and coyotes, as well, that live in the Chiricahuas which may also take

calves.

“These ranchers promoted and secured the sterilization program that continues this day to

remove predators from our public lands so they could use them as their private personal feed

lots," Silver said. "That is the lifestyle that they’ve become accustomed to.”

He said ranchers pay a fraction of the cost for grazing fees on public lands than what they

would need to pay on private land.

Currently, the Bureau of Land Management and the U.S. Forest Service charges $1.35 per

cow/calf unit per month. In the county, ranchers are allowed to raise two head of cattle per

acre. 

“Responsible ranchers bring their cows in to have their calves until the calves are big enough

that they have a much better chance to survive predation," Silver continued. "That would

require that these ranchers to display husbandry skills that they have long lost as they’ve just

become pampered welfare queens in cowboy hats and pointed boots.”
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Silver has been vocal in his opposition of grazing on BLM lands within the San Pedro Riparian

National Conservation Area (SPRNCA). The CBD has worked with BLM to remove cattle from

the protected area around the river where they have could damage fragile, protected aquatic

plants like the Huachuca Water Umbel and the Arizona Eryngo.

“In the western U.S., certainly one of the most detested agencies is APHIS, a division of the

U.S. Department of Agriculture," said longtime local activist Michael Gregory. "For decades it

has spent millions of tax dollars to kill millions of animals every year, both birds and mammals

as well as insects and other so-called ‘lower’ creatures, primarily for the benefit of the

livestock industry. It’s an outrageously expensive taxpayer-funded protection of a dying

industry backed up by, among other lies, nostalgia for a fantasy–ridden hardscrabble rugged

individualist American exceptionalism.”

He went on to say it was not surprising that a life–long career “spent in service to this

slaughter should, in retirement, be defending it and calling for more wolf reduction. 

Claire Musser, executive director of Grand Canyon Wolf Recovery Project, noted, “James A.

Schmidt’s commentary is a familiar blend of fear, anecdote and misinformation. It paints

wolves as dangerous intruders rather than what they are: native wildlife essential to healthy

ecosystems and the cultural heritage of the Southwest.”

She took issue with his claim wolves were “nonessential.”

"It does not suggest that wolves don’t belong or aren’t ecologically important. In reality,

decades of research confirm that apex predators like Mexican gray wolves are essential to

balancing prey populations, promoting biodiversity and maintaining resilient landscapes,"

Musser said. "To weaponize this term nonessential as a justification for eradication is deeply

irresponsible and shows a disregard for both science and law.”

She acknowledged wolf–livestock conflicts occur, “but they are not the crisis some claim

them to be.” Musser said she has worked with conflict mitigation specialists and has firsthand

experience in successes through the use of “practical tools like range riding, fladry, carcass

sanitation and consistent human presence can dramatically reduce risk without harming

wolves."



Verified wolf depredations account for less than 0.04% of cattle losses in Arizona and New

Mexico, but any loss can be painful, especially for small or family–run operations, she

acknowledged.

“But framing wolves as a primary threat to ranching doesn’t hold up to the facts," she

said. "The bigger picture includes more than $3.8 billion in annual livestock losses, primarily

from disease, birthing complications and weather, while verified wolf depredations account for

a fraction of a percent."

Reimbursement programs help ranchers to some degree, but it is just a temporary relief, she

emphasized.

“They are not a substitute for preventing loss in the first place. Conflict mitigation works best

when it’s proactive, not reactive, and when ranchers help shape the tools alongside those

trained to implement them.”

Many successful ranchers are not demanding wolf removal. Instead, they ask for “practical

tools, timely support and systems that reflect the realities of working on public lands," Musser

said. "These ranchers aren’t anti–wildlife, they’re pro–responsibility. The answer is to invest in

skilled range riders, develop adaptive deterrents and enter real partnerships with people who

know the land.”

She said wolves do not kill for fun. They are “intelligent, social animals doing what all wild

creatures do: trying to survive. Wolves are not the problem; politicized fear and misinformation

are.”

Wolves don't eat every day and may even go a few days without food. They will consume a

large amount after a successful hunt and will scavenge any carcass they find like any other

predator.

The few wolves in the county were captured and relocated, except for one young wolf who

died in the den during the process, and relocated in response to alleged wolf kills of cattle in

the Chiricahua mountains and foothills and in the San Bernardino National Wildlife Refuge

along the border with Mexico and southwestern New Mexico.

There are no plans to relocate the Mexican gray wolf to Cochise County at this time.



Shar Porier

Bisbee/County Reporter

"If we take land stewardship seriously, we must also take

coexistence seriously, even with species that challenge us.

It’s time to reject the narrative of eradication and build a

future rooted in respect, ecological integrity, and shared

responsibility. Wolves are not the problem. Politicized fear

and misinformation are.”

Claire Musser, executive director of Grand Canyon Wolf

Recovery Project

Mexican Wolf Population Surpassing Recovery Goals

The U.S. population of Mexican wolves has surpassed interim abundance and release targets, as well as

predictions for gene diversity and population growth. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s 5–Year Evaluation

of the Mexican Wolf Recovery Strategy assesses progress on recovery objectives.

https://www.fws.gov/program/conserving-mexican-wolf
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