New Mexico State Game Commission

re Agenda Item #7
Reserve, N.M., 15 August 2025

Dear Commissioners:
Thank you for the opportunity to offer my comments on the issue of Mexican wolf management.

As someone who has lived and worked for a living in the initial wolf recovery area, both down
on the Blue in the Black Range above Reserve, I also thank you for your efforts to further bring
the Mexican wolf back from the brink of extinction and to re-establish it as an integral, essential
part of the Southwest’s natural biosystems.

We are all aware that the wolf is currently facing the greatest threat to its existence that it has
faced since before protections of the Endangered Species Act went into effect — namely the
threat from private, commercial and political interests who want again to extirpate the species
from the natural habitats of our Southwest mountains it has lived in for thousands of years.

But I would like to draw attention to another threat besides human predation that requires
renewed effort from the Commission and other conservation organizations. I’m referring to what
might be called protection of genetic habitat.

As with other species, biological science has learned a lot about population dynamics of the wolf
since passage of the Act in 1973. In particular, it has learned that health of the species, and
therefore recovery, requires diversity within the genetic pool to prevent introgression and

related diseases and deformities of inbreeding; and that that diversity requires not just sufficient
population numbers but sufficient population range and interaction among packs.

Due to some extent to our now outdated understanding of the science, our current efforts have
not been adequate, and I urge the Commission to help in restoring the necessary genetic habitat
for recovery.

In particular, I urge you to cooperate with other institutions and agencies to:
1) Remove the artificial barrier of I-40; stop removing Mexican wolves who roam north of that
line and allow Mexican wolves to regain their natural ecological range and natural genetic

exchange with the Northern gray wolf.

2) Release from captivity not just pups or lone wolves, but pairs and family groups which have a
far better chance of genetic health and survival than individuals.

3) Stop providing ranchers with telemetry receivers and GPS devices that inevitably contribute
to killing of collared wolves and their uncollared packmates.



4) Require ranchers on public lands to remove diseased cattle and their carcasses and thereby
reduce the threat of those diseases spreading to wolves.

5) Reduce numbers of cattle on public land allotments where livestock numbers so exceed
carrying capacity that they out-compete elk for forage, thereby leading to lack of wolves’ natural
prey and consequent wolf predation of cattle.

Thank you for your attention to these matters.

Michael Gregory
McNeal, Arizona



