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To the Editor:

The bill re-introduced by Rep. Ciscomani and showcased by Willcox Mayor Hancock
(with, reportedly, support from Sen. Kelley) to rebrand Chiricahua National
Monument as a National Park (Herald 7 December) is as bad an idea now as it was
when Ciscomani first introduced it - probably worse, since the Trump chainsaw has
drastically cut the Department of Interior work force charged with protecting parks
and monuments and other DOI natural resources.

Ciscomani and Hancock are up front their that their interest is not in protecting this
national treasure, but in tourist dollars from the thousands more visitors per year re-
naming will inevitably attract.

Exactly what the fragile beauty of the Monument doesn't need - more trampling,
litter, pollution and crowds to destroy the existing peace and quiet.



