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"Before going further, look at the language. It’s not a detour — the language is the architecture.

Watch the inversions running in everyday coverage. Surveillance becomes data collection.
Censorship becomes content moderation. Coercion becomes nudging. Dissent becomes
misinformation. Forced reallocation becomes investment. Land grabs become development.
Aquifer depletion becomes resource utilization. Each one collapses the space where the accurate
word used to live. By the time you reach for the word you need, the preferred one is the only one
left.

Watch the law titles too. The Patriot Act expanded domestic surveillance. The pattern of naming
a bill for the thing it erodes is old, and once a law like the Patriot Act exists, it rarely gets
repealed — it gets renewed, quietly, repeatedly. We’re still living under emergency powers from
September 2001.

This isn’t new. In nearly every modern authoritarian turn, the same move shows up first:
reclassify dissent into a category that strips it of protection, then deploy force against the category
instead of against speech. . . . Post-9/11 America widened the domestic-terrorism framework
under the Patriot Act, and the category has crept outward ever since. . . . 

When a system starts reclassifying citizens into the language of terrorism, the clampdown isn’t
theoretical — it’s the next phase. . . .

notice how short the distance is between “civilian security threat to critical infrastructure” and
“domestic terrorism” in the policy language. Once that reclassification happens, force doesn’t
need to be threatened. It becomes automatic. . . .

There’s also a quieter move worth naming: the push for “data embassies” — arrangements that
would treat data centers as quasi-sovereign territory, partially exempt from local jurisdiction. . . .

Show up to zoning meetings before the build is announced, not after. The fight is won or lost at
the permit stage."
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